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The 2004 Program Committee welcomes you to the ‘‘Windy City’’ of Chicago for the annual OARSI World
Congress! Last year’s Congress in Berlin was an overwhelming success and this year proves to be just as
exciting. As you know, the Congress is a global forum for basic scientists, clinical investigators, clinicians,
radiologists, orthopedists, rheumatologists, industry scientists, policy makers and others who have a passionate
interest in osteoarthritis research and treatment. With such a remarkable assembly of professionals, this year’s
Congress will prove to be not only a powerful learning experience but a tremendous networking opportunity as
well.
This year’s Congress will begin on Thursday, December 2, opening with a special session entitled From Gross
Anatomy to the Constituents of Cartilage: Advancements in the Application MRI in Osteoarthritis. This will be
followed by a poster session, two keynote addresses, concluding with the presentation of our Special Recognition
Award. The evening will close with an opening reception for all attendees in the exhibit hall.
This year, for the ﬁrst time ever, we will be offering breakfast workshops, which will give attendees the
opportunity for increased contact with speakers and their fellow attendees. Also new to the Congress this year
are concurrent sessions, which allow for an increased number of abstracts to be presented from the podium.
Again this year there is a special session for our Young Investigator Award presentations.
The Program Committee looks forward to reconnecting with returning members and establishing a network with
new attendees. With the continued dedication of OARSI members, combined with the dedication of clinicians and
scientists from academia and industry, we are conﬁdent that the 2004 World Congress in Chicago will be
a memorable event!
Sincerely,
Richard F. Loeser, Jr., M.D.
Program Co-Chair
Rush University Medical Center
Leena Sharma, M.D.
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Northwestern University Medical School
2004 World Congress Planning Committee
Richard Loeser, Jr., M.D.
Program Co-Chair
Rush-Presbyterian-St Luke’s
Medical Center
Leena Sharma, M.D.
Program Co-Chair
Northwestern University Medical
School
Thomas Aigner, M.D.
University of Erlangen-Nu¨rnberg
Francis Berenbaum, M.D.
Hospital Saint-AntoineJoseph Buckwalter, M.D.
University of Iowa Hospital
Felix Eckstein, M.D., Ph.D.
University of Munchen
Mary Goldring, Ph.D.
Harvard Institutes of Medicine
Sergio Jimenez, M.D.
Thomas Jefferson UniversityivCharles Peterfy, M.D., Ph.D.
Synarc, Inc.
Robert Sah, M.D.
University of California at San
Diego
2004 Program Board Advisor
Linda Sandell, Ph.D.
Washington University School of
Medicine
